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INTRODUCCION

En junio de 1965, se celebrd en Meztitla el Il Curso Preliminar de la Insignia de
Madera para Jefes de Grupo y Comisionados. Se habia invitado a Juan Lainé para
dar una platica sobre la historia del Roverismo, pero no le fue posible ir por
motivos de salud. Varios de los participantes, entre ellos Miguel A. Martagon
Vazquez., habian estado en las conferencias de Lainé de principios de afio (ver los

albumes)

Asi que, semanas después Martagon y otros, organizaron otras dos conferencias
gue don Juan dict6 en el auditorio de un colegio en la colonia Campestre
Churubusco de la ciudad de México. Y ahi estuvimos con Rovers y dirigentes.
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INTRODUCCION

A partir de una grabacién y las notas que tomé fue posible elaborar este relato en
1980. Cuando tuve acceso a la coleccion “Lord Baden Powell Papers” de la
Universidad Brigham Young (iniciales en inglés, BYU) identifiqué algunos
documentos relacionados con los parrafos de la platica de Lainé, conformando
asi este album.

Los textos en letras cursivas corresponden ala platica de Lainé. Las notas que se
incluyen explican los documentos BYU relacionados con los temas.

LIBRARY

< Digital Collections

Lord Baden Powell Papers

Letters, scrapbooks, photographs, and more documenting Powell's
life, including his work to establish the Scouting movement.

Curators Collection Format
The Scout Association (UK) Digital
L. Tom Perry Special Collections
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HISTORIA DEL ROVERISMO EN EL REINO UNIDO.

“Voy a continuar estas platicas sobre el desarrollo del Roverismo en el
Reino Unido, con la finalidad de mostrarles como se fueron estableciendo
las bases del programa que después aplicamos en muchos paises,
incluyendo México, donde el primer Clan de Rovers se fundo en 1935 en el
Grupo 3 de la ciudad de México.

Mi hijo, José Antonio, formo parte de ese entusiasta grupo de joévenes,
algunos ya Scouts veteranos y otros, como mi hijo, era su primer contacto
con el Movimiento Scout.

Ese primer Clan lo vivimos intensamente y aun tenemos muchos
recuerdos, después de 30 afos.

Y ahora, este afio de Conferencia Mundial en Méxicoj No les parece
emocionante”

Nota. Asi inicio su platica, transcrita de una grabacion que aparecio afios después.
Desgraciadamente fue lo Gnico que se rescato.
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HISTORIA DEL ROVERISMO EN EL REINO UNIDO.

Fines de los 20 y principios de los 30.

En 1927 se inician las acciones para elaborar un manual para
Rovers para facilitar la preparacion de las pruebas de adelanto de
la rama mayor.

En esta labor intervienen Percy B. Nevill (Comisionado de Rovers
de la Oficina Imperial) John S. Wilson, en su caracter de Jefe del
Campo de Gilwell, FW.W. Griffin (Asistente del Comisionado de la
Provincia de Londres) y John F. Colqguhoun (Comisionado de
Lobatos de la Oficina Imperial) quien coordind los trabajos de una
conferencia en Bournemouth en abril de 1927 que conllevo al
establecimiento del “Grupo Scout” formado por las unidades de
Lobatos, Scouts y Rovers.

Album. Scouts de México




HISTORIA DEL ROVERISMO EN EL REINO UNIDO.

A todos ellos los conoci y tuve la oportunidad de
conversar sobre el desarrollo del Roverismo.

La preparacion del mencionado manual se extendio
hasta 1929. Baden Powell escribio un proélogo.

P.B. Nevill J.S. Wilson
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HISTORIA DEL ROVERISMO EN EL REINO UNIDO.

GILLWELL PARK,
CHINGFORD,
ESSEX.

(TeLeanana | GILERAET, CHING, LONDON) TRO!
(Teceonan ui CMINGFORD 1881

Jal=

OF sun FATROL CAMPING

ALL COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO “THE CAMP CHIEF.''

17th May, 1927.

8ir Robert Baden-Powell, Bart.,
25, Buckingham Palace Rd.,
London, S.W.l.

My dear Chief,

Many thanks for your letter of the 14th
in regard to the Rover Handbook. I shall be glad to
have the second copy back when you have been through
it, as it contains my own emendations.

I think I can say quite truthfully that
Oolquhoun's address at Bournmemouth was the result of
various disocussions with me and of the Rover Course here
which he attended. We were so much in agreement on the
subject that I think he expressed my views as well as
his own, and all these ares incorporated in the draft
Handbook, which he has also looked through for me.
I have also consulted Griffin on the matter, and as you
@es, have incorporated guite a lot of what he has written
in his book.

I hope that you will have a very enjoyable
Reunion tonight at the Mafeking Dinner, at which one of
the members of the present Course is being present, and
I hope that he will convey our good wishes to you.

Yours sincerely,

Camp)\ Ghier.
JSW/CCG. ¥

s
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Nota. Documentos relacionados con el manual Rover

14th May 1927.

Dear Wilson,

I have returned to you the I8 of your Rover Handbook
in order to save time, so that you oamn go ahead with 1%,

I have not really hed time to study it though I have
glanced at it and itV seems to me to be exmctly what is wanted,
I must oongratulate you on having got 1t into shape and on the
right lines.

1 anm keeping the second copy for further study in the
next day or two when I will return it 0 you also.

I wonder whether Colguhoun 's addross and suggestions
made at Bournemouth have been incorporated in this ? Possibly
you had all his ideas in already. Also eould not Griffin offer
any suggestion on it since he has written so well on this subject?
It is Just &s well to get all the opinions you can before actuml-
1y getting into print and repenting later at something inmportant
missed out.

But 80 far as I have looked through it myself I cannot
see any improvement to susggest.

Yours sincersly,



HISTORIA DEL ROVERISMO EN EL REINO UNIDO.

Nota. Documentos relacionados con el manual Rover

29th September 1929,

My dear Fevill,

I refurn herewith your amendments to the
Rover book and ecanmmot suggest any slterations.

At the game tire I would wrge you not to add
to the length of the book but if possible to ocut it down heve
and there, as I an convineed that too rueh book puts off the
best fellows. Far e fter to glve them Sketehy prineiples
and leave them to £111 in the details themselves.

Also you have very bravely tackled the
religious cuestion, but before putting it into print I should
suggest consul ting the asuthorities - particnlarly those of
the Roman Catholie persussion - they always menege to find
anags where none are iniended.

I enclose & foreword in the hope thet it nmey
be what you want.

Yours sincerely,
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Prélogo de Baden Powell
para el manual Rover

Nota. Cabe mencionar que
Lainé no tenia ejemplar de
este manual de los ainos
20.
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HISTORIA DEL ROVERISMO EN EL REINO UNIDO.

El desarrollo de la rama Rover fue continuamente
analizado, mediante la realizacion de las reuniones
denominadas Moot ( palabra escocesa, que significa
reunion de familias o clanes). Baden Powell enviaba
mensajes a los asistentes, dando a conocer su punto de

vista.

Nota. En los documentos BYU se encontréo un mensaje de BP para el Moot
de Birmingham en mayo de 1928.
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Mensaje de BP para el Rover Moot de Birmingham, 1928
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Mensaje de BP para el Rover Moot de Birmingham, 1928

Album. Scouts de México



Mensaje de BP para el Rover Moot de Birmingham, 1928
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HISTORIA DEL ROVERISMO EN EL REINO UNIDO.

EL uso del uniforme por
los jOvenes era un tema
de discusidon constante,
pero Baden Powell
siempre fue firme en su
posicion de que el uso
correcto del uniforme era
Importante para la union
del Movimiento Scout.

Nota. En 1929 aparece una nota
de BP, sobre el uniforme de los
Rovers, posiblemente publicada
en alguna de las publicaciones
oficiales.

be particularly correct in ever
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i i )in id 8 s i T 1
L, have had more than one complaint, and I have noticed for

myself, that some of the younger Rovers go off the line & bit
in adopting fanciful articles of idmekr kit with their wniform.
fhls 18 quite natural with the younger ones. You see 1t
everywhere among young bloods Just growing out of boyhood, with
their faney sooks, Uxford bags, or shiny hair; and it is all
right 80 long as it only concerns themselves.

Sus 1ln our case, where it is & question of unifornm (ana

" Poarm mon . v 1 4 brot} ]
uniform means a £004d dsal for orotnerhood) we want the Rovers 4«

detail, since it memns 80 much

ths diseipline of their younger brothers the Secouts.

I see for one thing a tendency to o0 about hatless when in
wniform, Vell I know if vou hawe shin 7led hair or m filuffy quiff
i1t must be very temptins to show it. At the same time it ig
ather swanking over other poor chaps who cen't show as fine a

And moreover it is not unifornm.
So <) Bovers will bear thi mi sine @ loo}
t € 1 ive & right viple
I s 1 ) e at ks Vo co fform
€ 8 8 Iinsisted upor




HISTORIA DEL ROVERISMO EN EL REINO UNIDO.

En un contexto de limitaciones en el mercado laboral en
el Reino Unido en esa época, uno de los aspectos
Interesante del entrenamiento Rover era la preparacion
de los jovenes para el trabajo.

La Asociacion britanica promovia en varios sectores la
oferta de trabajo para los Rovers y en ocasiones las
autoridades apoyaban para que los jovenes
consiguieran puestos en las industrias, comercios, etc.

Nota. Uno de los documentos encontrados, aparece un mensaje del
Alcalde de Londres, titulado “An epitome of Rovering” (“Un compendio del
Roverismo”) valorando a los Rovers.
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Tre Mansion House,

Lonpon. E.C.4.

Dear Sir,

I regret that you were unfortunately prevented
from accepting the invitation to be present at
Guildhall on 12th April at a most impressive function
when I made an appeal (not for money !) to all

employers in the City of London.

Therefore I am sending you a Press cutting
which summarises that part of my speech which I was

particularly anxious should reach you.

Will you do me the honour of reading it and

giving it the widest publicity you can ?

I am, dear Sir,

Yours very faithfully,
/%kmm

Lord Mayor.

Apoyo de autoridades
paralos Rover Scouts

Reprinted, with additions, from
THE

THE NEWSPAPER FOR CITY MEN.

Friday, April 19, 1929.

“AN EPITOME OF ROVERING”

—_———

*To & world in which man’s chief efforts
are directed towards the sggrandisement of
self comes St. George, Patron Saint of Kng.
land, He points to & nobler ideal; the giving
up of sell i service to others. Rover Scouts
have heard this call, and in various ways carry
out the ideal of ‘servioe' whioch has been
adopted by them as & motto.”

Such wis the prologue of * An Epitome of
Rovering,” which was witnessed at the Guild-
hall on i-‘ridny by the Lord Mayor, There
were adeo prosent sn the Great Hall over two
thousand London Rovers, who form part of the
seotion of the Scouting movement which is
exclusive to men.

INTTIATION.

Surrounded by n sea of shadowed fuces, an

“ Altar *' was gé:cod in a small circle of light.

L o Scout kpelt in vigilance pre-
poratory to his initiation as s Rover. Aftor a
while his initiator appeared, and told him
that, if he would become s Rover, be must
give himsell up to service, and prepare to do
thoso things wgiuh were not slways pleasant;
for serviog must entail eoll-sacrifice. The
young man took oath, and, a& a aymbol of
atonement for past misdeods, dipped his hands
in the clear water held out before him. After
prayers his investiture wne complete,

At the conclusion of the Epitome, Capt. C.
Lisle Watson, London Rover Commissionor,
welcomed the Lord Mayor, remarking that
hiz Lordship had consistently followed i the
footsteps of St. Christopher, the Patron Ssint
of Rovers, and the Patron Saint of the Man-
sion Honse, 1o whom he was again showing his
davotion by his prosence that might,

ROVERS AND CRIOKET LAW.

The Lord Muavor suid that he had always

appreciated the Scout Movement. ‘That

ing his apprecistion was enh d, and
he had been provided with s somowhat unex-
pected thrill, He found that the laws of the
Rovers very much resembled the laws of
oricket—"' Keep your word; keop your
somper; keep your wicket up.”’ There were
many organisations whose objeot was Service
to the Community, but the Rovers were unique
in three very important respects. In the first
place, although they admitted anyone over 18
yesrs of age, their main source of recruits
comprised the Boy Socouts. Thus, before they
joined the Rovers, those young men, for the
most part, had already roceived training in
good citizenship as bovs. Secondly, he knew of
no other organisation which was so compre-
hensive in its curriculum, The Rovers' doc-
tring was that God crested them (body, mind,

and zoul) to ba Servants. 'Ihe third reason
was that they were under a very strict dis-
cipline snd rule of lifo, WDuty to God and
duty to the King, to their fellow.men, and to
themselves were contained in a wonderfully
simple formufa. There could be no stricter
discipiine for a Britisher than to pledge his
honour.

APPEAL TO EMPLOYERS.

I desire to ap to all employers in the
Cizofl.qndonﬁdp theset&ungmenu
well as their younger brothers, the Boy Scouts,
who enter their employment.

We all know that when a boy first enters

the iir:“ world of business, there are all sorts
and kinds of temptations to leave the old paths
of good good doing.
I want to a concrete sntggguﬁou to you
—that you should welcome formation of
Scout eties in your business houses. Thus,
when a boy or young man who is a Rover or
Boy Scout comes into your employment, he
:ﬂml:‘nve a weluclo egl;l; fmm‘:‘fs el&rs, who are
ly emp! you, he will be h
and lupporm{ by the fraternity to hold m
his solemn obligations.

You will, I am convinced, ﬁlf]ezpmcinte the fact
that a man who looks upon life in the way that
Rovers do is likely to be a more satisfactory
emxloyee.m i Ri

very large proportion of these Rovers are
Scoutmasters, Pvmg up their leisure, and often
their anoual Su holiday, to take their
Scouts to a tuumﬁ camp. It is quite cus-
tomary to allow employees who are Territorials
extra Imve for their annual camps; but the

c of the y g
is surely one of the most valuable ‘ways in
a man may serve the community,

WHAT THE MAYORS CAN DO.

1 am glad to welcome a number of Mayors
oflt.he et.repol;lh: Boroughs.

0 our mayoral duties, we, Mayors, are faced
continuously with the need that n:x'ons insti-
tutions have for men who are willing and fitted
toxglve voluntary help.

n the Rover "M t, there are numb
of F to bei d as Rovers
who have not yet found their vocation. Many
will never be fitted to become Scoutmasters
mﬂvﬂ openings for Service must be offered

May I offer a suggestion ?
Here are institutions and societies crying out
formmdp@mintr:is Movement are men

Cannot you bring the two together ?

Perhaps, you could atlzl:. a meeting of all

nagers, etc,, of philanthropi
institutions, and let the Rover Commissioner
for your Borough address them, and then let
them explain their needsso that the Postulants
may find suitable Service.

In conclusion, on the proposition of Lord
Hampton, D.S.0., the Chief Commissioner of
the Boy Scouts' Association, s hearty vote of
thanks was scoorded to the Lord Mayor.

~ Printed by W. . & 1, Cortinommas, Lyn., at the Offices of the r Parss, 1480, Ald ate St h
¥ ‘ol gyl Crry 5, 148-0, ersgate Street



HISTORIA DEL ROVERISMO EN EL REINO UNIDO.

Baden Powell insistia a los dirigentes de Rovers de una
constante actualizacidon del programa para Rover para
gue los jovenes tuvieran oportunidad en un medio dificil
para ellos, debido a los problemas econdmicos de
finales de los 20, que llevaron al cierre de un tercio de
las industrias y comercios del Reino Unido.

Baden Powell decia- Si el Movimiento Scout no los
apoya pararemar su propia canoa, buscaran en otro
lado-

Nota. Recuerdo que Lainé presentaria datos y fotografias de las ciudades
inglesas, donde se veian largas filas de hombres maduros y jovenes en
busca de empleo-
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HISTORIA DEL ROVERISMO EN EL REINO UNIDO.

Larevision de las
reglas paralarama
mayor se realizaba
cada afio, en funcion
de las opiniones
recibidas en los Moots.
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HISTORIA DEL ROVERISMO EN EL REINO UNIDO.

Nota. Existe un
memorandum en el cual
indica la necesidad de
conformar un grupo de
trabajo para analizar las
propuestas de
modificaciones a las

reglas.
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MEVORANDUM FOR IMPSRIAL HEADQUARTE!S COMIITTEE.

The preparation of the revised Book of Rulea for Rovers
has brouzht to & head the question of whether this branch is
procecding altogether on the right lines, So many Aiverpent
opinions hevs heen expressed thet I reel it incumbent wpon us to
80 into the matter more thoroughly before issuing further rmuiings.

Clear definition of prineiples and revigion of gertaln
getails seen urgently needed. To this end I would suggest that
Possibly the best way would ve for the Committee to take the matter
in%o consideration and if they think desirable %o appoint & Sub-
Committee %0 go into the whole quest ion and report to them.

I suggest for such Committee such men as Nevill,

Everets, Godfrey-Faussets, Walton, and Wils m, ete.

40%h December 1929,




HISTORIA DEL ROVERISMO EN EL REINO UNIDO.

Uno de los puntos que presentaban con frecuencia los
jovenes Rovers era que en los Clanes habia miembros
arriba de los 30 anos, con intereses muy diferentes a
los de los miembros de 17 o0 18 anos.

Baden Powell le pidi6 al entonces Comisionado de

Rovers de la Oficina Imperial que analizara las reglas
paralas edades en la rama mayor.
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HISTORIA DEL ROVERISMO EN EL REINO UNIDO.

Nota. En los documentos
BYU aparecen varios
documentos sobre la
revision de las reglas y la
definicion de la participacion
de los jovenes y adultos en
el Movimiento Scout. Sin
duda, era una epoca en que
habia que dar claridad a la
participacion de la gente
mayor en los clanes de
Rovers.
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CaoE: BENTLEY'S. THE BOY SCOUTS ASSOCIATION,

IMPERIAL HEADQUARTERS

IN REFLY PLEASE ADDRESS
25, BUCKINGHAM PALACE ROAD,

.................... LONDON, S.W.1.

21st.
April
1932,

Dear Chief,
Here are two ideas about Rovers to think over:-

(1) A Disguisition.

(2) A Suggestion.
;f denger, at the moment, is that the Rover section may
become too highly organised and too self-centred to the
detriment of their duties to themselves and to the Scout
Movement, which, in my judgment, are the main objects of
their existence.

Yours,




Adultos en el Movimiento Scout

A SUGGESTION.

R )

TWO CLASSES OF Adults connected with the Scout Movement.

I I

(1) ROVER SCOUTS. All those who have passed thro!
the Cub and Scout stages with good characber and
record from their Scouters.
Whether warranted or not, they should be entitled
to be Rover Scouts, and should be attached to some
Group.
In addition, older fellows of any age who are
admitted to a Crew under our present Rules.

(2) SCOUT ASSOCIATES. All members of Local Associations,

non~Executive ranks, old Scouts and others interesged
in the Mov ement, - provided they are people of good

character, and take the Scout promise.
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Adultos en el Movimiento Scout

Confidential,

A DISQUISITION.

eecsnssevocsncs

The Future Position Of Rover Scouting In The Movement.

L S S S I P R S S

THE future of Rover Scouting is the 'present! of Scouting
(in the Troop).

Both the quality and quantity of Rover Scouts clearly
depend upon the training of the Swout while in the Troop.
This is the real significance of the Rover Scout and to
this extent he 1is the important persont

"By their fruits ye shall know them"

Scouting, like any other Movement - animal, vegetable or
mineral - must be judged by its fruits. The Rover
Scouts can rightly be considered the 'fruit! of the Scout
Movement.

When the Chief sowed the seed of Scouting, the harvest he
looked for was the formation of good citizens, - i.e. good
men - not only good boys. He sugare e pill in the

most effectual way by appealing to the boy's instincts,

but the pill (of discdpline, character-training, service
forh others, not self,) is fhere all the time, Admittedly
his great love for boys as boys induced him to pile on the
sugar! He knew they ed sugar!

The real test comes when Rover age is reached and the young 19
man, knowing the pill is a pill, swallows it deliberately \
and cheerfully, becausé his Scout training has taught him |
that the good of the community as well as his own is best TS 4] U
served by putting his Scout Promise and Law into practice - P

throughout his life. H

If he is prepared to be invested as an R.S. he is a sueccessful
'fruit! - if not he 1is one of our failures - at least,something
not so ripe and full-flavoured as a good fruit should be.

Hence the number of Rover Scouts, (gemuine practising Rover
Scouts) 1s the measure of the success of the Scout Movement;
hence then the importance of the Rover Scout - not to himself
but to the Movement. He should be recognised and encouraged
as the adult section round which everything else should centre
after Scout age.

10ld Scouts! who sre not Rovers wiild, in the future, be our

~1fajilures! and,as such, the Movement should not smile on them
" officially,
Y

z

The F.B.A, beloved of the Indian Student, is not
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found in the University records!

I say "in the future", as, clearly before the Rover Scout
section was formed, those who wished to remain identified
with the Movement had to attach themselves to the '0ld
Scouts! or similar affiliation.

Now there is an official adult section which can,

¢, without difficulty, in time embrace all the others, and
to which all good Scouts would as a matter of course attach
themselves on leaving the Troop.

If a Scout, on reaching the age of 17 or 18, or even 20,

cannot face up to renewing the Pramise for life from a man' s
Roint of view the Chief!'s ideal of forming a good cItizen by means
ol Cub and Scout training has not been achieved in his case.

It has stopped short at the one vital or testing point.

I believe that all B,Ms. and A.S.Ms. should definitely bring
their Scouts up to the Rover idea - that is, let it be taken
for granted and acted upon, that they are all the time on
their way towards becoming R.S, much as Cubs anticipate the
day they will become Scouts.

If this were the accepted policy, quite definitely there would
be much less loose thinking and loose talking about Rover
Scouting. For instance, one hears apparently serious
discussions on "What age should a Rover cease to be a Rover?",
"Should a Warrant holder be a Rover?" etec. All, to my mind,
based upon an entirely misconceived notion of a Rover Scout.
As well say "Should a Vicar be a clergymanti"

There is obviously still a long transition period to be got
through, particularly as we are still under the necessity of
recnuiting Warrant-holders from outside the Movement. This

is a slur which the future must remove. One day the Public
will, with justice, turn on us when we appeal to it for Scouters,
and say "What in the world happens to all your 100s and 1000s

of Scouts growing to manhood year by year? Your Rover section
alone must number 10008 in this country. Have they all lost
interest in Scouting that you have to appeal to non-Scouts to
£111 your Ranks?'

If the Rover Scouts in 20 years' time cannot be counted upop to
supply the needs of the Troops and Packs there will be something
radically wrong with the Policy which has let such a state of
affairs prevail.

The transitioh period has its own temporary difficulties, but,
if the Rover Movement is to be the permanent avenue for Scouting
after adult age 1s reached, it should be carefully re-orientated
to the extent of pointing it in the required direction -
emphasising in farticular its 'universability!,




Adultos en el Movimiento Scout

Without making it 'easier' to become = Rover Scout it should

be possible to make it the 'normal' thing for all Scouts to
become Rover Scouts, At present the idea of becoming a

Rover Scgout is looked upon as an exceptional one - a specilalised
state, if I may so put it - which seems quite wrong.

Tt rust be in the Troop and the work of the Troop that this

outlook toward the Yblessed state' of Rover Scouthood must be
born and nurturedl
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HISTORIA DEL ROVERISMO EN EL REINO UNIDO.

En 1931 se realizaron el primer Rover Moot Mundial y la
Primera Conferencia Mundial Rover, lo cual fue una
oportunidad para recabar opiniones de jovenes y
dirigentes de Rovers de todo el mundo.

Baden Powell analizd detalladamente las opiniones y
recomendaciones de todos los delegados.

Nota. Esta platica fue ampliamente ilustrada con imagenes de documentos
gue habia colectado por sus contactos con los dirigentes britanicos que
en esa época, con quienes platico ampliamente durante las estancias que
realizé en Londres.
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Uniforme de Rovers a principios de los 30 en el
Reino Unido.

Album dedicado al inolvidable hermano Scout Juan Lainé.

Album elaborado en 1980, digitalizado en 2018 y actualizado en
marzo de 2021.
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